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of all the necessary details. That applies equally to my
critics. They do not know the sources of my information
and have no right to say that they are less accurate than
their own.
One critic goes on to praise a former work of mine for
its accuracy, but there also I did not name my authorities;
and I can only assure him that my sources of information
in this case are as good as they were in the former,
especially those pertaining to what I have written about
Catholic Action.
I am accused of disrespect because I give a straight-
forward description of my personal impressions of life at
the Vatican: yet a prominent Catholic has written me to
say it is the most vivid and accurate description he remem-
bers reading. I am attacked more than once for saying
the Church is run by old men when the affairs of the rest
of the world lie in the hands of youth. I maintain that
I am right. The average age of the Cardinals is sixty-eight
and the majority of those in Italy are much older*
My contention that the Pope does not object to fair
criticism in matters temporal is borne out in one Catholic
review, but, by implication, as hotly denied in another*
My contention that the future of Catholicism lies in
the New World is scoffed at by some Catholic reviewers,
especially by the Irish, and ignored by others. Yet this
seems to me the most vital matter in international affairs
to-day, and one that is lamentably ignored in Vatican
circles. Seventy years ago the great Cardinal Manning
far-sightedly remarked: "The future of Catholicism Is in
America*: doubly is that the case to-day,
I read that "there is consternation amongst representa-
tive English circles in Rome" at the favourable reception